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“The Farm House and its buildings 
had no electricity until 1968.

Rooms were lit by Calor gas lamps, 
and I went to bed with a small 
paraffin lamp.”

Raymond Gascoigne

Raymond Gascoigne

(Gwenneth’s brother)

Alice Gascoigne (Gwenneth’s mother) 

and Jennifer (Gwenneth’s sister)

Stone carvings at Old Moor are of an unknown age, some seem 
to have been carved about 30 years ago, but others appear to 
be older. These carvings can be spotted around the courtyard 
as you enter to the left of the welcome hut.  

Gable end of Visitors 
Centre at the roofline.  

Thought to be a likeness of a 
farmer at Old Moor who had a 
large nose, but possibly not 
quite this large! 

If you look above the doors 
of the visitor centre, you 
might be able to spot a 
number of bat carvings! 

Look to your right as 
you walk through the 
courtyard gates to spot 
this  absolute quacker! Ear! Ear! Head inside the courtyard 

gates and look to the right. 

CAN YOU HELP? We don’t know 
who the mystery stonemason is 
who created these carvings,  
we believe they are around 30 
years old. Can you shed any 
light on who they might be? 

“Old Moor RSPB was previously Old
 Moor Farm. Farmed by my 

parents, Willis and Alice Gascoig
ne, from 1939 to 1998.

 
It was an organic farm, naturally

 fertilised with manure from 

the animals. No pesticides were u
sed.

 
All crops grown were used to feed

 the animals which were cattle, 

pigs and hens.”

As told by Gwenneth Wood (Née Gascoigne)

“Miners from the village came aft
er 

their night shift to help Thresh 
the 

corn after they had eaten my

Mum’s hearty breakfast.

All the threshed corn was ground 

down as feed for the animals 

throughout the Winter.”


