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DOMESDAY BOOrI 1066 - 1086.
,d

The Domesdny Boolq was a Survey of England drawn up by l{illiam the
Conqueror in I"086, to enable him to learn the true wealth of his Kingdom,
presumably for taxation purposes. It states who were the holders of land, what
each holding was worth, and what it was worth 20 years earlier under Edward
the Confessor. Other notable details given are the nunbers of inhabitants, and
their status.

According to Joseph Hunter in his History of South Yorkshire, vol. 2, it
appesrs from this Survey that IVANBELLA, twenty years earlier was held by 3
Saxons, named Cheteber, Tori and Tor. Ilowever, at the time of the Survey
Cheteber had been succeeded by Roger de Busli, and Tori by lValter Deincourt,
whilst Tor was still in possession of his lands. These were duly granted by, the
King to the Lords of Skipton, 

,,1'*,

Cheteber's portion was smalll only fourteen bovateso to which was annexed a
bovate in Toftes, a place of uncertain appropriation, and two bovates in Melton.
The Yalue was twenty shillings, and the same at the date of the Survey. This had
been given to Roger de Busli, who appears to have had, when the Survey was
compiled, one carucate in demesne, and three other carucates, oecupied by eight
villains and four bordars.

Tori had three carucates and a hatf, with a portion of meadow and
woodland; the value, in the time of the Confessor, sixty shillings; but at the time
of the Survey only ten shillings and eight pence, the lands being waste. This
portion passed to lValter Deincourt.

Tor had two carucates and one bovatb lyiug'here and at Melton. IIis lands
were not yet granted out. He himself was still holding them and had a carucate
in his own hands, with two carucates in the hands of five villnins, three borders,
and two sockmen. There was a portion of rvoodland. The value had been forty
shillings, but had fallen to twenty. (Illustrated below.).

,6-ft w w!o*.ru d* r t,b& # #. r
*foi!,.r. d? ln*i, $t*f w$n wd fo c*jv: 

;w#y#G',:',#r'46;.1,il

tff,. t-ufr.,#E[. rot.*,pml *r, *

Carucate & BoJqte. (uncertain measures of arable lard).
W"il. tVittager holding land of his Lord, & and bound to supply labour
according to custom, he had feudal responsibilities, & riglrts, also his share of the
common frelds.)
Bordar. (Occupier of cottage & croft, on loan from his Lord. In return he
worked as a labourer on the Lords land & sometimes he received wages. He had
no share of the common frelds.)



, 3m ynAR" HEtrl-gy 111, 121g.

This anciert parchmento reproduced opposite, is an extract from the Rolls of the
Pleas of the Crown, concerning the \Marpentake of Strafford, reeording the
findings of various ca$es brought before the Justices at Yorl& in the year 1218.
King John had put his seaf to the Magna Carta only three years earlier and,
whilst one expects such a document to haye suryived for over ?50 years, it is
indeed gratifying to trace one, of simi}ar age, giving extremely interesting
though tragic, information relating to Wombwell and tho surroundiug district.

1. A stranger was found kilted in Houghton wood. William son of Eugh found
him. No one is suspected. It is not known who he was.

2. Roger, son of Adam of Bolton upon l)earne, killed Henry de Rockingham and
was taken and led to prison at Yorlq and there put in gaol and, escaped through
the war. No one else is suspected. Judgment, Iet him be interrogated and
outlawed, because it was attested that Geoffrey de Neville allowed all prisoners to
go out of prisot or accourt of the war. It was attested by the Coroners and
$ergeants that he had c.hattelq but he ate them in prison, To judgment touching
the Jurors who coueealed his chattels i,

3. Adam, son of Robert of lYentworth, killed Hugh son of lryilHam of lYentworth.
The said Hugh's brother Robert accused the aforesaid Adam and, by that
accusation, Adam was taken and put in prisou at Yorli, and went out through the
war. Judgement, let him be interrogated and outlawed. To judgment also those
that concealed the accusation.

4. Brice of lYath upon dearne, was drowned. Misadventure.

5. Alan the Tailor of Wambewell is outl*wed, by the suit of Richard le Westrays,
for the death of William, soa of Reginald, The said AIan had chattels, one cow,
one calf, eorn and utensils to the value of nine shillings, of which WiIIiam de
Bu#$ertorp ought now to answer to.
Also, Richard le Westrays, accused Henry, son of Alan the Tailor, and Simon,
sou of Hugh the Baker, as accessories and sued against Henry, but not against
Simon.
Therefore, let Henry be interrogated and also outlnwed. To judgment also thsse
who concealed the accusation.

6. To judgment those that concealed the accusation, which Hugh, son of Juliana
of Houghton made ag*inst Ralf, son of Robert of Billingley, for maiming the left
hand of the said Hugh.
The Coroners say that the said llugh pledged his faith to sue, on account of his
poverty, but he has not followed it up because he has not come" Therefore let him
be takea.

Extraets from, the $elsdon Society Publication, (Record Series), Yolume 56.
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Poll fax Return, Richard 2"dr!379.

In the year L379, Richard the 2"d was a thirteen years old boy. England was at
war with France and faring badly, the need to raise extra motrey for this war
resulted in a PolI Tax being levied; the second in two years.

Every person over the age of fiftcen years, was taxed according to rank; the
Peasants contribution being 4d, which in most cases represented a frrII days
wage.

Unfortunately this tax did not realise the expected amount and was revised
the following year to a shilling per person, regardless of ranlr The Lord of the
Manor was, expected to subsidise the poor, if need be.

This increase in the Peasants contribution was a major cause in the Peasants
revolt of 1381, which was to end in riot and bloodshed throughout the country,
and brought about the abolition of the PolI Tax.

The Potl Tax Return for Wombwell was dated at Doncaster, and signed "by
William of Melton and John SaviIIe, both assessors of this Tax.

Judging by the amounts paid, the two most important men in the village were
Hugh de lYombwell, probably occupying lVombwell IIaII, and John de Woodhall
of lVoodhall Manor, probably occupying the site of the later Netherwood Hall.

{Latern during the 16tr century, both Manor Houses set the scene for some
quite extraordinary and sensational revelations of murder, riots and numerous
other unlawftrl acts, which are fully documented within the following pages of
this volume, relating to the Proceedings of the infamous Court of Star Chamber,
at"Westminster).

'",...

'' From the 193 inhabitants tisted in this Poll Tax, it is interesting to learn the
nine different Trades practised in the Village, namely,

Tailors 4
Butchers 2
Peddler I
Baker 1

Draper 1

Wright I
Smith I
Loclamith L

Cobbler 1

This type of information is rarely found in a documerlt of such great age.

!
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, To the King our Sovereign Lord,

In most humble ways showeth and compleyneth unto your llighness, your daily
Orator, Thomas Drax n Clerh that where your said Orator by the $pace of 20
years past, hath continually been seized of the Manor of 'lVodhall, in the Parish
of Derfeld, in the County of Yorke, in his demean as of fee, and so being seized
thereof, being in Gods peace and yours Sovereign Lord, about the 5th day of
November last past, one Thomas Ilrax, Gentlemau, and one Thomas Frere,
Yoman, accompanied with other riotous persons, to the number of six,
unlarvfully assembled themselves to gather at \ilodall aforesaidn and arrayed in
manor of war with swords, bucklers and other weapons invasive, riotously, of
their extort power, did forcibly enter into the said Manor, and then and there,
wrongftrlly expelled and clearly put out the Servants of your said Oratouro at
that time being at High Mass, in the Parish Church of Derfeld, aforesaid.

\trhich aforosaid Ilfanor, the said riotens forcibly detained and, kept from
your said Oratour as many of his goodes, howsehold stuffe, and other things
within the said Manor place, as be worthe t90. Sterling and aboye. And also,
many Evidences concer:ring tle said Manor of your Oratour, which were locked
or sealed in box, bago oi chest, being theu and there found, the said rioters took
and conveyed away; to the great loss, hurt and hinderence of your said Oratour,
unless remedy by your mrst noble Grace, to him be provided in-this behalf.

Moreover most Sovereign Lord, about the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord
God l*st past, the said Thomas DraS Gentleman, and other rioters aforesaido
forcebly and in most riotous manner that can be devised, furned the water that
driveth the Mill of your Oratour, called lYodhall MiIl, which is yearS worth frve
marks sterling, out of the right course.

And after, as soon as your said Oratour h*d Imowledge thereof he sent his
Serwants hither to returu the said water into the right course again, At which
time the said Thomas Ilrax, Gentleman, and other riotous persons aforesaid,
-with like force and in most riotou$ rnannsr that can be devised, made assault
upon the Servants of your said Oratour, and shot arrows at them, and put them
in great danger and peril of their lives, to the most perilous exailnple of all other
like missordered and riotous persons, if due remedy by your most excellent
Higbiiess in speedy mflulrer to your said oratour, be not the soouer provided in
this behalf.

In consideration whereof;, it may please your Highness of your uost abundant
Grace, to grant several writtcs of Subpena, to bc directed unto the said Thomas
Drax, Gentleman, and Thomas Frere, and every of them, to appear before your
most noble Grace and the Lords of your most honourable Counsell, in the Starr
Chanber at'Westminster, at a certain day appointd by your Highness, there to
answer to the charges, and furtber to obey all such orders as your most noble
Grace and Lords of your most honourable Counsell, hath awarded according to
reason. And vour said Subiects shall daily pray to God, for your most noble
relrftX esfa*e im fumving l*xxe *m endrxr#*

Text in the Yorkshire Archaeologieal Society. Record series, YoL41. 1908 .

Yorkshire Star Chamber Proceedings, edited by WiHiam$rown,f,'.S.A.
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